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IN THE CIRCUIT COURT FOR MONTGOMERY COUNTY, MARYIAND 



KENNETH N. TROMBLY 

COUMWUM AT LAW 
rr*x chuach at., m.w 

W A AM I NOTOM. D. CL 



JIM BRADEN a A/a EUGENE HALE BRADING, 
3224 Peachtree Road, N. E. : 
Atlanta, Georgia 30305 : 

Plaintiff 



MICHAEL EWING 
P.O. Box 218 

St. Michaels, Maryland 21663 

BERNARD FENSTERWALD, JR. 

811 Prince Street 
Alexandria, Virginia 

THE COMMITTEE TO INVESTIGATE ASSASS- 
INATIONS, INC. 

2101 "L" Street, N.W. 

Washington, D. C. 20037, A Non-Profit 
Corporation 

KENSINGTON PUBLISHING CORPORATION 

521 Fifth Avenue 

New York, New York 10017 

PETER NOYES 

c/o KFMB Television 

San Diego, California 



Law #48449 



Serve: United States Corp. 

Co. 529 14th Street, N.W. 
Washington, D. C. 20004, 
Registered Agent 



Serve: Sulsky, Baber & 

Simenowitz, 500 Old Country 
Road, 'Garden City, N. Y. 11530 
Registered Agent 



PINNACLE BOOKS, INC. 

275 Madison Avenue 

New York. New York 10016 

Defendants 



Serve: C.T. Corporation 

277 Park Avenue, Nefw York, 
N.Y. 10017, Registered Agent 



DECLARATION 

(Libel) 

1. This Court has jurisdiction of this action by virtue 
of sections of 6-102 and 6-103 of the Courts and Judicial Pro- 
ceedings volume of the Annotated Code of Maryland. 

2. The plaintiff, Jim Braden, also known as Eugene Hale 
Brading, is a resident of the State of Georgia, and is a private 
figure. 
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3. The defendant, Michael Ewing is a resident of St. j 

i 

Michael's, Maryland, j 

i 

4. The defendant, Bernard Fensterwald, Jr., is a resident ! 

of Alexandria, Virginia. | 

5. The defendant. The Committee To Investigate Assassina- j 

| 

tions, Inc., is a District of Columbia non-profit corporation, 

i 

with its principal place of business in the District of Columbia.| 
This corporation is engaged in the activity of "investigating I 

I 

assassinations". - j 

6. Defendant, Kensington Publishing Corporation is a cor- ! 

" I 

. i 

poration duly organized and existing under and by virtue of the i 

law of the State of New York and engaged in the business of pub- 
lishing books. The corporation derives substantial income from 
business performed in and with the State of Maryland. 

7. Defendant, Peter Noyes, is a resident of San Diego, 
California. The address of his residence is not known to the 
plaintiff, although plaintiff believes that Peter Noyes is 
employed by KFMG Television in San Diego, California. 

8. Defendant, Pinnacle Books, is a corporation organized 

under the laws of the State of Delaware and engaged in the bus- 
• •. • i 

iness of publishing and distributing books. j 



COUNT ONE J 

t 

9. All allegations made in the previous paragraphs are 

incorporated within this Count by reference. i 

* i 

10. On or about April 1977,. the defendant, Kensington ; 

! 

Publishing Corporation, printed and distributed a book entitled ! 
Coincidence or Conspiracy , copies of which were distributed 
and sold within the State of Maryland, Montgomery County, and 
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elsewhere. This book was written, produced and compiled by 
defendants Bernard Fensterwald, Jr., Michael Ewing, and The 
Committee to Investigate Assassinations; Inc. 

11. The book. Coincidence or Conspiracy , consists largely 
of short biographical sketches of different persons alleged to 
be involved in, or related to, either the assassination of 

! 

President John P. Kennedy or the investigation of the assassina-! 
tion. A copy of the front cover, first inside page and the j 

table of contents is attached as Attachment "A", and incorpor- j 
ated by reference. 

12. The "chapter" on the plaintiff is included within the 
section of the book entitled "The Mafia Connection. " The in- 
clusion of the chapter on the plaintiff within this section 
suggests that he is or has been involved w'ith the Mafia. Such 

i 

an imputation is false, misleading, malicious and libellous. 

13. Said book, contains, among other material, several 

*;/ ! • • . I 

passages referring to the plaintiff by name, as well as a pho- 
tograph of him. Copies of the pages of the book which contain 

these statements are attached hereto as Attachment "B", and j 

t ' 

incorporated herein by reference. All references in the book j 

\ • 

to Eugene Hale Brading, Jim Braden or Braden refer to the plain- J 

tiff. I 



1 



4 

jijp 

I 

ft 

u 



14. The statement that "Jim Braden is the central charac- | : 

ter involved in one of the most incredible areas of evidence . 
that was hot available to the Warren Investigation" [page 2f?7] | 

suggests, by innuendo, that the plaintiff was involved in the j 

assassination of John P. Kennedy. The statement is false, mis- j 

• .4 

leading, malicious and libellous. 1 
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assassination" [page 287] that "he actually had another iden- 
tity" [pages 444-445] and that "his real identity was never 
known to the commission" [page 445], ‘<?ast a false light on the 
plaintiff by innuendo. These statements imply a sinister motive > 
to the plaintiff's name change and are misleading, false, 
malicious and libellous. 

19. The statements that the plaintiff's background 
"actually consisted of a long criminal record and heavy involve- i 
ment with many powerful organised crime figures across the 
nation" [page 288] , that he "had in fact been associated with 
top Mafia leaders in virtually every national crime syndicate 
jurisdiction" [page 288] and that the plaintiff "was long asso- 
ciated with powerful Mafia figures' in virtually every national 
crime syndicate jurisidction including several professional 
killers who worked for the syndicate" [page 445] , are misleading, 
false, malicious and libellous. The plaintiff does not have a 
long criminal record, has not been "heav[ily] involve [d] with 
many powerful organized crime figures across the nation" and 

has not "associated with top Mafia leaders" in any jurisdiction. 

20. The references to "Braden's involvement with Mafia 
figures. stretching over a twenty-year period" [page 288] and "to I 

. : * I 

an extensive amount of national and state law enforcement j 

records" [page 445] are false, misleading, malicious and libel- I 

t 

lous. 

21. .The statements that "the plaintiff had visited the H. 

L. Hunt Oil Company that Jack Ruby visited on November 21, 

1963 — the afternoon before the assassination — and at approxi- 
mately the same time "[pages 288, 292, 5721 suggest by innuendo. 









particularly when read with other references to the plaintiff 
in the book, that the plaintiff was involved in a conspiracy 
with Jack Ruby. This allegation or imputation is misleading, 
false, malicious and defamatory. 

22. The statement that the ’’’plaintiff was "staying at the 
Cabana Motel in Dallas — a reported "mob hang out" that was 
frequented by Jack Ruby and various Ruby associates" is mis- 
leading, false, malicious and defamatory. The use of the term 
'mob hang out' further implies that the plaintiff was involved 
in organized crime and casts the plaintiff in a false light. 

The references to "Jack Ruby and various Ruby associates" fur- 
... ' '""H . 1 J 

ther imply that the plaintiff was involved in a conspiracy with 

Jack Ruby, [pages 288. 292], and are misleading, false, mali- 
cious, and defamatory. , i 

I * 

23. The statement that "Jack Ruby visited the Cabana Motel 
sometime around midnight on the night before the assassination— 
November 21, 1963 — while Jim Braden was a registered guest 
there" [page 288] is misleading, malicious and defamatory, cast- 
ing the plaintiff in a false light by implying that he saw Jack 
Ruby that night and was involved in a conspiracy with Jack Ruby. 

24. The statements that "Braden also has a possible con- 

I 

nection to the late David Perrie, “ [page 288] and that Braden j 

worked out of an office in the Pere Marquette Building in New j 

Orleans in the fall of 1963 in the weeks immediately preceding j 
the assassination during the same period that David Perrie was 
working for the Mafia leader Carlos Marcello on the same floor 
...in the same building. .. just down the hall from Braden— in 
Room 1707, [pages 288, 301, 302] are false, misleading. 






- * 
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malicious, and defamatory. The plaintiff was never associated j 

l 

I 

with David Ferrie and never worked out of the Pere Marquette j 
Building in Mew Orleans, Louisiana. 

25. The statement that "[i]n recent years, Jim Braden has 
been the subject of various tax and gambling investigations 

in California and Nevada"is false, misleading, malicious and 
defamatory. [page 288] . 

I ir 

26. The statement that *[u]ntil his move to Atlanta, Geor- 

gia, in 1975, Braden had lived at the La Costa resort in Calif- 
ornia, widely reported to be a prime meeting place for various 
Mafia and teamster leaders" [page 288, 289], is misleading, 
malicious and defamatory, casting the plaintiff in a false 
light and, by innuendo, suggesting that he is or was involved 
with the 'Mafia and teamster leaders'. ' '• 

27. The statements that The National Archives disclosed 

that at least two documents pertaining to. the arrest of Jim 
Braden were missing from the official Archives collection of ! 
assassination documents [pages 289, 445], are false, misleading,! 
malicious and defamatory. By innuendo it is falsely suggested J 
that the plaintiff is responsible for the absence of such j 



records. | 

I 

28. The references to “highly possible links" between ! 

Lawrence V. Meyers and the plaintiff, [page 290] , and the fur- 
ther reference to the plaintiff's staying at the Cabana Motel 
on the evening that Meyers is alleged to have met Jack Ruby at 
the motel (page 292], are false, misleading, malicious and 
defamatory, suggesting by innuendo, that the plaintiff met with 
Lawrence Meyers that evening. 
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29. The references to the plaintiff as "Mafia figure Jim 
Braden" [pages 290, 301, 572] , "the alleged Mafia courier", 

[page 302] , and "a known Mafia figure" Ipage 446] , are false, 
misleading, malicious and lihellous. 

30. The statement that "Perrie's chain of associates— 
particularly his links tq both Lee Oswald and Jim Braden — are 
as solid as they are mysterious" [page 304] , suggests a rela- 
tionship not only between the plaintiff and David Ferrie, but 
the plaintiff and Lee Harvey Oswald as well. The plaintiff was 
never acquainted with Lee Harvey Oswald. Such an imputation is 
false, misleading, malicipus and defamatory. 

31. The reference to links between the plaintiff and 
Carlos Marcello [page 314] is false, misleading, malicious and i 

. , i ! 

defamatory. The plaintiff has never been acquainted with Carlos I 

I 

Marcello. J 

• I 

32. The statement# that the plaintiff "was a man with 
several possible connections to both Jack Ruby and David Ferrie" 
[page -445] and that "[sjtyong possibilities exist of Braden 
connections to both Jack Ruby and David Ferrie in the days and 
weeks immediately proceeding the .assassination" [page 572] are 
false, misleading, maliciqus and defamatory. 

33. All references to the plaintiff made in Coincidence 
or Conspiracy, including but not limited to those specifically 

enumerated, . supra, when taken as a whole, suggest that the 

’ j 

plaintiff played a role in the assassination of John F. Kennedy j 

and that he is a figure involved in the criminal underworld. j 

l 

Such statements are false, defamatory and libellous. 



>4 

p 



• I 













I 



34. All statements referred to above as libellous were 



made by the defendants Bernard Fensteprald, Jr., Michael Ewing, j 

i 

The committee to Investigate Assassinations, Inc., and Kensing- 
ton Publishing Corporation, with reckless and willful disre- 
gard of the truth of the matters alleged, or in the alternative, 
in a negligent manner, without proper regard for the truth of 
the matters alleged. 

35. Prior to the publication of the book. Coincidence or 
Conspiracy , the plaintiff was actively and gainfully employed 
in the oil industry. He had a good reputation among his 
business colleagues and among the public generally^ Since the 
date of said publication, he has been the subject of hatred, 
contempt, scorn, and derision and has lost his good reputation 
among his business colleagues. The plaintiff has suffered emo- 
tional distress, embarassment, and humiliation. In addition, he 
has suffered a loss of income ana will continue to do so in the j 
future. j 

i 

WHEREFORE, the plaintiff prays for judgment in the amount j 
of nine million dollars {$9,000,000.00) in general and compen- ! 



satory damages and one million dollars ($1,000,000.00) in 
punitive damages against the defendants Bernard Fensterwaia, Jr., 
Michael Ewing, Kensington Publishing Corporation,' and The j 

Committee to Investigate Assassinations, Inc., jointly and sever- 
ally. 



COtUT TWO 

36. All allegations made in previous paragraphs of this 
complaint are incorporated in this count by reference. 
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37. On or about October 1973, the book. Legacy of Doubt. 

was published by defendant Pinnacle Books, Inc. This book was 

•• 

written by the defendant, Peter Noyes. ; 

38. Many of the defamatory portions of the book Coinci- j 

i 

dence or Conspiracy , which concern the plaintiff are attribut- 
able to work or research performed by the defendant, Peter Noyes, 
or are direct quotations or paraphrases of sections of Legacy 
of Doubt . 

39. The references^ quotations and paraphrases to the book 
Legacy of Doubt and to research of defendant Peter Noyes, con- 
tained within the book Coincidence or Conspiracy , were made, 
written and published with the knowledge, consent, acquiesence 
and participation of defendants, Peter Noyes, and Pinnacle 
Books, Inc. As included within the book. Coincidence or Con- 
spiracy. those sections of Legacy of Doubt , are republished by 
the defendants, Peter Noyes and Pinnacle Books, Inc. 

40. All sections of Legacy of Doubt and the research of 

I 

I 

Peter Noyes, quoted, paraphrased or otherwise noted in Coinci- 
dence or Conspiracy, which refer to the plaintiff, are false, 

l 

misleading, malicious, apd libellous. 

41. The libellous statements made by Peter Noyes and 
Pinnacle Books, Inc. were made with malicious, wanton and reck- 
less disregard of the truth of the matters alleged. In the 
alternative, the. statements were made negligently, without 
adequate inquiry into the truth of the matters alleged. 

42. As a result of the tortious acts alleged, the plaintiff 
has been damaged in his previous good reputation, has suffered 
scorn, derision, hatred and contempt, has suffered loss of 



income and emotional distress and will continue to do so in 
the future. 

WHEREFORE, * the plaintiff prays that he be awarded judgment 
in the amount of nine million dollars ($9,000,000.00) in general 
and compensatory damages and one million dollars ($1,000,000.00) 
in punitive damages against the defendants, Peter Noyes and 
Pinnacle Books, Inc., jointly and severally. 



A jury trial is demanded on all counts. . 



Isa Copy Tut - 
'‘V flowed H. SmIW 
*- Or* 




Kenneth M. Trombly ( J 
1762 Church Street, N.W. 
Washington, D.C. 20036 
202-462-0.500 

I * 

Attorney for the Plaintiff 



CERTIFICATE OF BAR MEMBERSHIP . 

I certify that I am a Member in good standing of the Maryland 
Bar. 1 reside at 4607 Connecticut Avenue, N.W., Washington, 
D.C. 'My residence telephone number is 202-363-4826. 



; l r.. Wt ij 






■'V *’ » 



Kenneth M. Trembly 
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The FBI report notes that Ferrla placed at least six 
telephone calls to Carlos Marcello's top lawyer during 
the immediate three-day period following the Kennedy 
assassination. 164 As noted earlier, David Ferrie was at 
that point driving straight through from New Orleans 
to Houston on what he claimed was a goose hunting 
vacation. 167 The November 26th FBI report states that 
Ferrie claimed that his first several telephone calls 
late the night of the assassination (or in the early 
morning hours of November 23rd) were to let Carlos 
Marcello and his lawyer know that he “had left New 
- Orleans and was on a vacation trip.” 166 

The FBI report notes that Ferrie had returned 
from Houston to New Orleans on November 24, 1963, 
after hearing news reports that he was a suspect wanted 
for questioning in regard to the Dallas assassination. 166 
According to the report, Ferrie then consulted with 
Marcello’s top lawyer, G.Wray Gill, in the Pere 
Marquette Building in New Orleans, and then “sur- 
rendered” himself to District Attorney Jim Garrison’s 
office late on the afternoon of November 25, 1963. 

While Garrison pursued David Ferrie several years 
later as a “leading suspect” in what Garrison alleged 
was a massive conspiracy behind the Presidential 
assassination, the links between David Ferrie and 
Carlos Marcello and other top Mafia figures — including 
Jim Braden — have only begun to receive more serious 
attention in recent years. 

In the immediate years following the Kennedy 
assassination, Carlos Marcello’s close relationship with 
Florida Mafia leader Santos Trafficante became 
even more apparent. Santos Trafficante was the top 
Mafia leader selected by the CIA to plan the assassi- 
nation of Fidel Castro. According to the Church 
Committee, “Cosa Nostra Chieftain” Traffican te 
(using the code name “Joe”) worked with Mafia 
.figures John Roselli, Sam Giancana, and Robert' ■ 
Maheu in the assassination conspiracies against Castro 
from late 1960 to mid-1663. lla 

In late 1966, Santos Trafficante and Carlos Marcello 
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